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 MUSIC AT KOHL MANSION PRESENTS 
BORROMEO STRING QUARTET  

in concert Sunday, April 1, 2012 at 7 pm 
Special Free Presentation by Borromeo String Quartet 

Thursday, March 29 at 7:30 pm and Sunday, April 1 at 5 pm 

BURLINGAME, CA - March 13, 2012 -  Music at Kohl Mansion's 29th season continues with the 
Kohl debut of the Borromeo String Quartet on Sunday, April 1, 2012 at 7 pm at the historic Kohl 
Mansion, located at 2750 Adeline Drive, Burlingame. The quartet will perform a program of string 
quartets by Beethoven, as well as Bach's Fugue in C-sharp minor arranged by Borromeo first 
violinist and founder Nicholas Kitchen. Tickets are $45 ($42 Senior / $15 <30 yrs) and include a 
FREE presentation at 5 pm in association with Young Chamber Musicians, as well as a pre-
concert talk at 6 pm by popular resident musicologist Kai Christiansen and a post-concert buffet 
reception with the musicians. Parking is free and Kohl Mansion is wheelchair accessible. 
Information and tickets are available online at www.musicatkohl.org or by phone at 650.762.1130. 
 
Highlighting the program are Beethoven's String Quartet in C-sharp minor, Op. 131 and String 
Quartet in C major, op. 59, No. 3 "Razumovsky". Borromeo String Quartet is: Nicholas 
Kitchen and Kristopher Tong, violins; Mai Motobuchi, viola; and Yeesun Kim, cello.  
 
As part of its activities in residence with Music at Kohl Mansion, the Borromeo String Quartet will 
offer a unique free program at San Francisco State University's School of Music and Dance on 
Thursday, March 29 at 7:30 pm. Entitled "The "Real" Mendelssohn Octet! A Narrated 

Performance, the 90-minute program is presented by San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music 
in collaboration with Music at Kohl Mansion and http://sffcm.org.  
 
The special free presentation will be repeated on Sunday, April 1 at 5 pm at the Kohl Mansion, 
immediately preceding the concert by the Borromeo String Quartet on the Kohl stage.  
 
The presentation will feature the original first movement, Allegro molto e vivace, of the 1825 pre-
publication version of Mendelssohn's noted work, Opus 20, written when the composer was 16 
years of age. Participating in the presentation and performing with the Borromeo is the Young 
Chamber Musicians ensemble of Yujin Ariza and Ethan Tsai, violins, Emily Liu,  viola, and 
Jeffrey Kwong, cello.  

  
Borromeo is the first professional string quartet to use laptop computers in performance and is a 
prime example of how technology is shaping the production and creation of classical music today. 
Instead of reading parts perched on music stands, The Borromeo String Quartet and a quartet of 
young musicians will perform from Mendelssohn's handwritten score, read from the screens of 
laptops, while the same manuscript is projected overhead for the benefit of the audience.  

 
More about the Borromeo String Quartet 
  
Ensemble-in-Residence at the New England Conservatory of Music, at the Isabella Steward 
Gardner Museum and at the Taos School of Music summer program, the Borromeo String Quartet 
is the winner of multiple competitions and awards including  the 2007 Avery Fisher Career Grant, 



Lincoln Center's Martin E. Segal Award (2001) and the Cleveland Quartet Award (1998) as well as 
the International String Quartet Competition in Evian, France (1990).  
  
Since its explosive debut in 1989, the Borromeo String Quartet has become one of the most sought 
after string quartets in the world, performing over 100 concerts of classical and contemporary music 
across three continents every season. As one of today's most adventurous quartets, Borromeo 
continues to push musical, intellectual, and technical boundaries to a level achieved by only a very 
few. 
  
The Quartet has been redefining the classical music landscape through innovative uses of Macbook 
Pro laptops, video projection, and iPads in performance and the use of on-stage projections of hand 
drawn original manuscripts by composers like Beethoven, Bach, Brahms, Mozart, and Schubert to 
vividly illustrate the creative process hard at work, a practice which has excited audiences of all 
ages. "The digital tide washing over society is lapping at the shores of classical music. The 
Borromeo players have embraced it in their daily musical lives like no other major chamber music 
group," says New York Times reporter Dan Wakin in his feature story on the quartet, Bytes and 
Beethoven. 
  
The Borromeo String Quartet has been heard in the most illustrious concert halls and has been 
invited to perform at music festivals around the world. The Borromeo collaborates extensively with 
the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and the Library of Congress, and can be heard 
throughout the year on National Public Radio and Public Radio International. As quartet-in-
residence at the prestigious New England Conservatory of Music for twenty years, the Borromeo 
has opened the "doors of perception" to a generation of young musicians who are now themselves 
being heard by audiences around the world. 

 

  About Music at Kohl Mansion  

  
Located just 15 miles south of San Francisco, Music at Kohl's Chamber Music Series has been a 
favorite of music lovers from as far away as San Jose, Marin County and East Bay communities for 
over a quarter-century. Housed in a beautiful 1912 Tudor-style estate in Burlingame, Music at Kohl 
has earned a solid reputation among musicians as a favorite place to perform, both for its splendid 
acoustics and warm, enthusiastic audiences.   
  
Since 1993, Music at Kohl has reached out to provide quality music education programs in local 
schools. Family and Children's Concerts have also become an integral part of Music at Kohl, 
integrating a consistently outstanding series of artists and repertoire for audiences of all ages. 
Programs are made possible by generous contributions from individuals, business and foundations. 
Major in-kind support is provided by the San Mateo Daily Journal. The San Francisco Airport 
Marriott Waterfront is the Official Hotel of Music at Kohl Mansion. 
  
Instruments for School Children: For the sixth consecutive season, Music at Kohl Mansion is 
partnering with Bay Area nonprofit Music in Schools Today (MUST) to place donated instruments in 
the hands of public school children. Members of the audience are invited to help tomorrow's artists 
today, by donating or pledging musical instruments they no longer use. Instruments will be collected 
at all concerts this season. The value of donated instruments is tax-deductible. Learn more at 
www.mustcreate.org.   
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  More information: www.musicatkohl.org or 650.762.1130.  
High resolution photos: www.musicatkohl.org/press. 
More information about Borromeo String Quartet: www.borromeoquartet.org.  
More information about San Francisco Friends of Chamber Music: www.sffcm.org. 
More information about Young Chamber Musicians: http://www.sffcm.org/affiliates/young-chamber-musicians/ 
All programs, artists and repertoire are subject to change. 
For Press Tickets: publicity@musicatkohl.org or 650.762.1130. 

  

 
 

 

 


